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òTodayõs Kids. Tomorrowõs Leaders.ó  That is Camp Fire 
USAõs tagline.  We, Camp Fire USA Northwest Ohio Council, 
work to incorporate developing leaders into everything we do.  
The idea of developing leaders is discussed when planning for 
our youngest groups, our pre-school Little Stars Program, to 
when we have college and adult age participants in programs 
at Camp Glen.  We are always looking for new and exciting 
ways to help youth learn their potential and become the best 
leader they can be.  Because leadership development is includ-
ed in everything we do, youth experience many important 
characteristics when participating in Camp Fire USA programs. 
These characteristics include trust, independence, responsibility, 
compassion and community service. These are all characteristics 
that can help a youth grow into a responsible adult, who will 
then help serve their community.  I am proud to say that we 
have served over 6100 children in 2011 in our many different 
program areas.  The quotes that we have included throughout 
this report are directly from surveys that youth fill out after 
completing a Camp Fire USA program.  The quotes show the 
impact we are having on Todayõs Kids and that we are in fact 

helping to turn them into Tomorrowõs  Leaders.   

2011 was also a year of many losses for our organization.  In 
January we lost an alumni and long time Board Member Ann 
Brossia.  In July we lost an excellent employee: Self Reliance 
Instructor, Jane Mantooth.  November brought another great 
loss of an alumni and past Board Member Jeri Bjorling.  In De-
cember, Edwin Heminger, a long-time member of the No-We-
Oh Camp Fire Trust passed away.  The many talents and mem-
ories brought to us by this amazing group of people will not be 

forgotten.  Rest in Peace.   

Wohelo 

As the 2011 President of the Trustees of Camp Fire USA Northwest 
Ohio Council, it is with enthusiasm and pride that I present to you the 

2011 Annual Report.  Significantly, Camp Fire USA launched 2011 
with four newly focused strategic goals: 1) Branding, 2) Organiza-
tional Growth, 3) Program Quality, and 4) Fiscal Stability.  I am 
pleased to report that major progress was made on each of these 

important areas during the past year.  

For example, the Board of Trustees took the goal of branding to 
heart and the members personally generated the funds necessary to 

make the long-standing dream of an attractive sign in front of the 
building a reality.  This sign is now an instrumental part of building 
community awareness, as well as a fine introduction to Camp Fire 

USAõs mission of building caring, confident youth and future leaders.  

Furthermore, through the strategic planning process, the fundamen-
tal theme to òbuild leadersó became a renewed focus in EVERY-

THING that was done.  Traditional events (Carnival, Non-Scary Hal-
loween, etc.), as well as programming (Club Programs, Self Reliance, 
Fostoria Townhouses, Camp Glen, etc.) were planned asking first-of-
all, òhow does this event/activity build leaders?ó This primary focus 
has strengthened Camp Fire USAõs culture of quality as measured 

by the òYouth Program Quality Assuranceó tool; and importantly, it 

has resulted in needed growth throughout the organization.   

As is frequently the case for all non-profit organizations, fiscal sta-
bility continues to be a difficult goal to accomplish.  Renewed em-
phasis has been placed on making smart spending decisions, de-
creasing dependency on grants, and building increased support 
from individuals and corporations.  An òattitude of gratitudeó has 

helped Camp Fire USA to build and strengthen its relationship with 

its loyal supporters throughout the community.   

As superintendent of the Hancock County Schools, I am particularly 
pleased to have been actively involved with Camp Fire USA whose 
primary focus is to provide relevant assistance and guidance to 
young people so they are better able to cope with the many chal-

lenges of today, and in turn become the competent leaders of to-
morrow.  Rest assured that everyone directly involved with Camp 
Fire USA is diligently committed to serving youth and the community.  
I am proud to have been associated with this fine organization and I 
am confident that Camp Fire USA will continue to experience success 

during the years ahead.   



EXPLORING OUR WORLD AT CAMP GLEN 

Camp Fire Camps 
where else the impact is the same ð but the friends 
are not the same.  We are changed for the better, 
having a more significant impact on our world, 

being the leaders of today and tomorrow. 

 

 

 

 

 

FINDLAY SUMMER DAY CAMP 

We had another great year providing a summer 
day camp at our Findlay office location. Our 
theme was òPioneer Daysó and there were 131 
youth who attended throughout the 8 week pro-
gram. During the camp, the youth followed a 
òpioneer familyó on their travels from the east to 
the west coast and their adventures. Each two 
week period focused on a season of the year and 
what the pioneer family would be doing to travel, 
set up their homestead, and provide a living. 
 
Each week the group traveled and explored dif-
ferent areas in Findlay and northwest Ohio in their 
quest to learn about the pioneer way of life. The 
day camp youth took a trip to the University of 
Findlay planetarium and learned how the pioneers 
would have used the stars to tell directions and 
plan their travel west since they didnõt have GPS. 
They also had a chance to visit Camp Glen a cou-
ple of times and learned about archery and leath-
er making. The hottest day of the summer was also 
the day that the group traveled to Maumee, Ohio 
to go to Fort Meigs. The tour guide was in layers 
of wool for authentic dress and everyone agreed 
that they were glad to have shorts and 
t-shirts available in todayõs world. 
 
One exciting thing that occurred this 
summer is that our program underwent 
the American Camp Association Accreditation. This 
accreditation assures that we are in compliance 
with about 300 health, safety, and program quali-
ty standards each year. This accreditation helps us 
show our accountability, credibility, and commit-
ment to the youth in our programs. We are excit-
ed that we were 100% in compliance with the 
standards and are now an accredited camp. This 
helps us show what a great program we have to 
offer our community! 

Every year we have an impact on our community.  
That being said, it never ceases to amaze me how 
that sometimes works out.  That impact this past 
year took on a new face and while it did make a 
difference in the lives of kids in our community, it 

took on a very different form. 

This past summer we had the opportunity to work 
with the teachers at Glenwood Middle School.  
The Findlay City Schools are going through a tran-
sition and will be moving into new buildings.  Part 
of this transition brought teachers from three dif-
ferent schools together at Glenwood.  The teach-
ers came to camp for a day; we served them a 
nice breakfast, and then took them out on the 
challenge course.  After a great morning of activi-
ties we took some time to debrief what they had 
done and the feedback was amazing.  Many of 
the teachers did not know each other ð or at least 
not well ð before coming to camp.  They went 
home with a great sense of unity and really got to 
know one another.  The quote that sticks out for me 
from that day was: òI came here today knowing 
facesé I went away knowing people.ó  
In a phrase, that sums up what we try to do at 
camp every day.  Whether it is at summer camp 
or when hosting a hospitality group simply helping 
people really òknowó each other is the first ð 
many times most important ð step to true communi-

ty and team.   

Our summer program did very well this year.  We 
saw a 30% increase in the number of campers 
registered at camp this summer.  A big part of this 
success is due to the great response we are having 
from our Club Program.  We had a great Club 
camp this year and next year we will be expand-
ing it to two sessions with a significant club focus 
during a third week.  We also had our first òFire 
Tenderó weekend retreat for our clubs this past 
fall.  It was very successful and there will be a 
follow up òtripó weekend coming up this spring.  
As we continue to build those relationships with our 

club kids, camp will grow.  

As we move into 2012 we are seeing most of our 
hospitality groups from last year returning, and 
we have added several new ones. The word is 
outé Camp Glen is the place to go to for top 
quality team building.  We will be working with at 
least 2 new school districts this year as they con-
solidate, and have had a renewed interest in our 
Environmental Education programs.  As we move 
forward, securing funding for the High Ropes 
Course, we are setting ourselves up for even more 

growth in the future. 

I saw a sign once at a camp ð one I would like to 
put up at Camp Glen ð that says simply: òShow 
me your friends and Iõll show you your future.ó  
How true is that!  How many of you have friends 
that you met at camp that you still keep in touch 
with?  Whether that was Camp Glen or some-



SELF RELIANCE PROGRAMS 

Our Self Reliance school programs in Hancock, 
Fostoria, and Tiffin school systems have had anoth-
er great year. We have continued to focus on 
reaching out to schools that we havenõt been in and 
offer our core programs of òIõm Safe and Sureó, òI 
Can Do Itó, and òIõm Peer Proofó. We have had the 
opportunity to add classes in McComb and Arling-

ton schools and Findlay Head Start this year. 

As we increase these core programs, we are also 
continuing to partner and grow our Portable Chal-
lenge Course which focuses on areas such as team-
work, communication, trust, and problem solving. It 
is great to see schools giving part of their day to 

work on these important issues with their students.  

We have also continued our Safety Town program in 
Fostoria to reach the children. We have completed 
our second year this past June and continue to work 
on making this an even better program. We are 
very pleased that we will have the same director 
again this coming year to help with continuity and 

building that relationship in the community. 

It is amazing to me that we impact thousands of 
youth each year through our Self Reliance classes. 
Throughout this report you will find comments written 
by our students from the Self Reliance classes we 
teach. We are making a difference in the lives of the 

children and youth in our community! 

CLUB PROGRAMS  

Each year we have the privilege of having 
amazing adult volunteers from our community 
step up and connect with our youth by becoming 
club leaders who mentor, teach, and build lead-
ership qualities in our children and youth. Our 
club members build long lasting friendships with 
each other and their leaders. 
 
Once again, we have seen an increase in our 
club numbers, especially with our younger clubs. 
Our Club Kick Off Carnival, the 20th annual Non 
Scary Halloween event, and Breakfast with San-
ta events brought new club members to us and 
we have enjoyed getting to know our newest 
members. 
 
One focus for this year was to increase the num-
ber of club members attending summer camp at 
Camp Glen. We are excited to report that 
about half of the summer campers who attended 
were club members! We also instituted a new 
Club Members Only Camp and our theme for 
the year was Crime Scene Investigation (CSI). 
We provided day camp for the Little Stars and 
they worked on solving the mystery of  òWho 
Ate the Cookies from the Cookie Jar?ó The Star-
flight and Adventure Clubs tried to figure out 
why Tajar, the camp mascot, wasnõt feeling well. 
The Jr. and Sr. Teens in Action had to find out 
who stole the Camp Program Directorõs brain. 
For those who know Ms. Birdie, she was the cul-
prit. 
 
We have also brought back the Outdoor Pro-
gression Emblems and started this fall with the 
Fire Tender Emblem. The youth spent a very cold 
overnight in late October learning about knife 

safety and whittling, how to build a fire, and 
hiking skills. The youth did two small hikes on the 
overnight and are conditioning for a large hike 
in the spring. The 3rd-5th graders are going to do 
a 3-5 mile hike in April and the 6th-12th graders 
are going on an 8-12 mile hike at Hocking Hills. 
 
The clubs have been active in our community 
helping with food drives, helping with trash clean 
ups, volunteering at the Humane Society, and 
helping out with other community projects. Be-
sides their annual Veteranõs Appreciation Dinner, 
this year the Teens in Action Clubs have taken on 
Habitat for Humanity as one of their pet pro-
jects. The Sr. Teens in Action will be volunteering 
at the ReStore and the Jr. Teens in Action are 
fundraising to help provide homes. If you would 
like to help with this worthy project, please con-
tact the office for more information. 
 
Finally, we are excited as we just graduated a 
Wohelo candidate this fall. Amanda Ridenour 
completed this prestigious award for teens that 
allows for opportunities for personal develop-
ment, leadership and advocacy for important 
issues.  We are also excited as we have another 
candidate, Katelyn Kraus who is just beginning 
her journey in this process. Keep watching for this 
young go-getter as she takes on her role as a 
Wohelo candidate. The Wohelo Award is 
earned by completing an intensive and highly 
individualized project. Teens design their own 
individual project plan based on his or her inter-
ests, values and goals. Completing the 
Wohelo Award requirements takes 
hard work, dedication, motivation, 
creativity, determination and discipline.  

Fostoria Townhouse Club Program has successful-
ly completed their first year as a club during the 
2010-11 school year.  The program is a combi-
nation of an afterschool program and club pro-
gram in that we first and foremost put an em-
phasis on school, having conversations about 
their day, their choices and assisting them 
through homework.  We then move into the Club 
programðwith direction from the youth.  This past 
fall youth planned a Halloween party and trick 
or treating event at the Townhouses.  This partic-
ular afternoon we had 70 people at this event, 
58 being youth ages: infant through high school.  
Three children really stepped up and helped 
with this event/party.  One was Emily, a fresh-
man at Fostoria and resident at the Townhouses.  
Emily led the group though the apartments for 
their trick or treating.  When we got to the last 
house, Emily realized that two small children did 
not have much candy.  Emily took her own bag 
and divided it between the two youngsters.  This 
act of compassion is not typically seen in such an 
environment. We have continued our relationship 
with Good Shepherd home as we visit them eve-
ry other month to play games with the residents 
and in the month of December we sang Christ-
mas Carols as the youth handed out cards that 
they had made for them.  

 

Camp Fire Contributes 

Camp Fire Connects 

ò One change Iõm going to make 
because of this class is try to prevent 

hatred of people.ó  Boy, age 9 

FOSTORIA TOWNHOUSES 



Thank You to our Donorsé. 
OBOY 

Ball Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company 

Fifth Third Bank 

Findlay Publishing Company 

Hancock Co ESC 

Robert and Carol Hauzie 

G. Norman Nicholson 

Reineke Ford 

Richard and Lynne Zydonik  

Blanchard Valley Regional Health Center 

Frank and Nan Guglielmi 

Duane and Kathy Jebbett  

The Kirk Family of Companies 

Paul and Pam Kramer 

Merrill Lynch 

In Memory of Zach Morgan 

Rowmark, LLC 

Dwayne and Candy Beach 

Susan Chesebro  

Donnell Middle School 

Findlay Country Club 

Cliff Hite 

Jillann Chatelain Kinn 

Judy Lemmer 

Stall & Company CPAs, Inc 

Thomas and Ridge CPAõs 

William Paul Worstell 

Findlay Tall Timbers Distr Ctr 

First Federal Bank 

The Community Foundation 

 

In-Kind 

Andre Hawks 

Alice's Attic 

Angel Hands Massage Therapy 

Archie's & Archie's TOO 

Bistro on Main 

Phil Blount 

Brinkman's Country Corner 

Libby Brossia 

Larry and Janelle Busdeker 

City Barbeque 

Creative Hair Design 

DeHaven Home & Garden Showplace 

Doncaster by Suzi 

DorAnne's Gifts & Gourmet 

Fifth Third Bank 

Findlay Inn & Conference Center 

Findlay Publishing Co. 

Emily Hammond 

Mary Beth Hammond 

Doug Hartenstein 

Jessica Heldman-Beck 

Inspiring Images 

Jimmy John's 

Jim's Hot Dogs & More 

Journey Salon and Day Spa 

Kerry Kirk 

Meaningful Wellness 

Olive Garden Restaurant 

Performance Construction 

Performance Zone 

Red Hawk Run Golf Course 

Rowmark, LLC 

Richard and Barbara Sheehan 

Sherrie Sheehan 

Anne Stapley 

Sarah Stephens-Krupp 

Stevi B's Pizza 

The Mazza Museum 

The University Of Findlay 

The Wine Merchant 

Trends on Main 

Whirlpool Corporation 

Deborah Wickerham 

Nicole Winkle 

Richard and Lynne Zydonik 

Arnold Vending Company, Inc 

Bigby Coffee 

Cheddars 

Denny's Classic Diner 

Michael Eller Diamonds 

Steven and Susan Treece 

Vitoõs Pizza 

Von's Diamonds & Jewelry 

Texas Roadhouse  

 

Camperships 

Janet Hindall Calkins 

Thomas and Kate Donnell 

Findlay Rotary Club 

Edwin Heminger 

Frank Kinn 

Richard and Barbara Muzy 

Jane O'Neil 

Jane Tille 

Maureen Rooney Voorhees 

Dee Steiner Waaland 

Jason Ward 

Gamma Phi Beta 

Jane Treece Webber 

Linda Wehri 

Rebecca Wick 

Kohlõs Distribution Center  

 

Annual Giving 

Marcia Chamberlain 

Coffee Amici, LLC 

Findlay Rotary Club 

Fostoria Kiwanis Club 

Fostoria Rotary Club 

Good Search 

The Guglielmi Family 

Kohl's Department Stores 

Kroger Community Rewards 

Ladies of the Club Literary Group 

Lois Lawarre 

Peggy Logsdon 

North Central Electric Co-Op 

Eugene Schalk 

United Way of Greater Toledo 

Wal-Mart 

Linda Wehri 

Charles and Mariann Younger 

Tiffin-Seneca United Way 

Findlay NOW 

 

Outdoor Sign Project 

Chris and Jessica Heldman-Beck 

Larry and Janelle Busdeker 

Phil and Amy Blount 

Todd and Patty Coffman 

Chris Guglielmi 

Doug and Vicki Hartenstein 

Andre Hawks 

Meg Heminger 

Kerry Kirk and Christian Pederson 

Andrew and Sarah Stephens-Krupp 

Susan and Kevin Pancake 

Susan and John Richter 

Anne and Kevin Stapley 

Alex and Jennifer Treece 

Deb and Vaun Wickerham 

 

Major Funders 

United Way of Hancock County 

United Way of Fostoria 

 

In Memory of Ann Brossia 

Libby Brossia 

Steve Brossia 

Larry and Janelle Busdeker 

Bob and Kay Chesebro 

Susan Chesebro 

Linda Burger Hamilton 

Mary Beth Hammond 

Robert and Carol Hauzie 

Edwin Heminger 

Kerry Kirk 

Millstream Area Credit Union 

Susan and Kevin Pancake 

Ronald Pfeiffer 

Susan Stevens Richter 

Richard and Barbara Sheehan 

Sarah Stephens-Krupp 

Alex and Jennifer Treece 

 

In Memory of Jane Mantooth 

Marvin and Janette Treece 

Michael and Jane Webber 

 

In Memory of Jeff G Drummelsmith 

Anne Stapley 

 

In Memory of  Mrs. Ruth C. Rinebolt 

Judge Richard J. Rinebolt, Retired 

 

In Memory of Edwin Heminger and Jeri Bjorling  

Linda Hamilton  

 

In Honor of Larry Busdeker 

Ruthann Walters  

Club Leader Volunteers:  
Joe  Ciraldo 
Marcia Chamberlain 
Sally  Griffin 
Tracy  Kennedy 
Kami Kosch 
Katelyn Kraus 
Renee  Kraus 
Katelin  Lasater 
Amanda  Ridenour  
Jeff  Ridenour 
Valerie  Roeber 
Heather Swinehart 
Kathy  Treece 
Mitchell Treece 
 
Camp Fire USA Event  
Volunteers  
Kathy Abbott 
Kris Adams 
David Anderson 
Destiny Anderson 
Myranda Anderson 
Whitney Anne 
Greta Augsberger 
Emily  Ball 
Michelle Ball 
Dan Blubaugh 
Matt Boes 
Amy Bowman 

Thank You to our Volunteersé... 
Kyle Boyd 
Todd Coffman 
Dereck Collert 
Paul Cosiano 
Tom Crowe 
Dava Dawson 
Emily Dawson 
Hettie Derr 
Livia Derr 
Don Dukes 
Noah Fouty 
Katie Griffin 
Matthew Griffin  
Megan Grose 
Pat Hanneman 
Jake Hardesty 
Nancy Harris 
Abby Hartman 
Jessica Heldman-Beck 
Heather Howard 
Lena Kennedy 
Alyssa Kirkendall 
Melissa Kirkendall 
Kerry Kirk 
Chris Kosch 
Kamryn Kosch 
Betsy Kreidler 
Emily Kronander 
Isaac Lewis 
Isabelle Lewis 

Julia Lewis 
Shannon Lowd 
Kali Malloy 
Andrea Mason 
Ellie Mason 
Amanda Maxwell 
Zachary McRill 
Caitlin Meanor 
Meredith Medura 
Cory Miles 
Brady Perkins 
Deb Perkins 
Beverly Phillips 
Rebecca Radabaugh 
Baley Reiter 
Wesley Ridenour 
Destrey Roeber 
Lea Rotert 
Cody Sands 
Nicole Schechter 
Kara Schmidt 
Cindy Schwab 
Lita Settles 
Nautiah Shoulders 
Valeria Shoulders 
Melissa Sigg 
Leslii Silveus 
Becky Smith 
Evie Smith 
Abigail Spitler 

Aliza Stahl 
Mariah Stahl 
Michelle Stahl 
Taylor Stanforth 
Anne Stapley 
Sarah Stapley 
Sarah Stephens-Krupp 
Elise Stone 
Roberta Stover 
Josh Stufft 
Emily Summerhill 
Angie Swinehart 
Tristen Swinehart 
Victoria Terry 
Mollie Thames 
Josh Thames 
Kim Trautman 
Gene Trebec 
Alex Treece 
Steve Treece 
Susan Treece 
Sonya Trimble 
Randy Weck 
Vicie Wilson 
The Yeoõs 
Sophia Yu 
JC Penny Employees 
The Employees of Cooper Tire 
&  Rubber Co. 
The University of Findlay 

Camp Glen:  
Jim  Barger 
Jerusha Crossgrove 
Beth  Deisch 
Mr.  Pauly 
Jenny Graham 
Andre Hawks 
Kelda  Heitkamp 
Meg  Heminger 
Carolyn  Shaw 
Sharon Shaw 
Kohlõs Distribution Center 
Seneca Helping Hands 4-H 
Tandy Leather 
United Way Days of Caring 



Our Expenses  
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Our Revenue 
ò I learned about understanding people 
more. Something I need to tell you, well, I 
get mad easily and I have trouble keeping 
my anger down. One change I am going to 
make is trying to calm my anger down.ó Girl, 

age 12  

òOur Camp Fire leader talked with us about 
point of view, behavior, misunderstanding, 
and attention. I learned about the three 
types of behavior. I am going to think about 
the other personõs point of view when we 
have a disagreement on something.ó Girl, 

age 11  

òI l
earn

ed t
hat 

you
 can

 do 
any-

thing you set out to do. One 

change I am going to make be-

cause of this class is I will keep 

tryi
ng a

ll m
y go

als.
ó Gi

rl, 
age 

12

 

òIf you find things in common, you are 

more likely to be friends.ó Boy age 

12 

òMy Camp Fire 
leader has helped 
me a lot to walk 
away from bad 
things. I learned 
what kind of atti-
tude I should have 
in front of my 
parents and el-
ders. Also, teach-
ers. One thing I 
am going to 

change is my atti-
tude in front of 
adults. Sometimes I 
used to argue in 
front of adults. I 
learned how to 
get out of a BAD 
situation like drink-
ing, smoking, or 
doing drugs.ó Boy, 

age 12 


